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Co-ops Seek Alternatives for Annual Meetings
Richland plans to host “drive-in style” meeting

Electric cooperatives are required by law to hold annual meetings within the last six months of the fiscal
year, which means many hold the event in mid or late spring. The coronavirus pandemic barring any
large gatherings presents a challenge that co-ops are taking various approaches to address. Annual
meetings are typically well attended as they are key for conducting member business, such as sharing
financials and electing leadership.

The Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association is working with legislators to draft a bill related to other
pandemic response measures that would allow flexibilities for annual meetings in light of the public health
emergency.

In the meantime, some co-ops are planning to hold virtual meetings, using the platforms such as Webex,
Zoom, Microsoft Teams, or Facebook Live. Others are postponing meetings until the pandemic ends.

Richland Electric Cooperative is taking a unique approach in holding its annual meeting. They have put in
place a plan to hold the meeting “drive-in” style, so that members can attend, but stay safely in their cars.
The meeting is scheduled to take place April 25 at 10 a.m. at the cooperative’s service center parking lot.
Members in attendance will be able to listen in on WRCO-FM 107.7.

“We are fortunate in that we have an excellent relationship with our local radio station and they are
helping to make this happen,” explained Shannon Clark, Richland Electric Cooperative CEO and general
manager. “Our original idea was to have this at the actual drive-in theatre, but that is located in a farm
field, and we didn’t want to be pulling people out of the mud if it rained.”

Richland Electric also made a change several years ago, producing a high-quality publication with the
financials and data that were previously shared at the annual meeting, so now members can review it
ahead of time. Voting is done entirely by mailed ballots. The board will be officially sworn in at the
meeting. The cooperative is planning to have minimal staff on-site, to register members as they come in.
Announcing will be done by bucket truck, and motions may be made by flashing lights or honking horns.
“We are still figuring it all out as we go,” said Clark.

Electric cooperative bylaws also often include requirements related to annual meetings, and Richland
Electric Cooperative is required to hold its meeting in February, March, or April. The drive-in style meeting
allows them to meet the state law and follow their bylaws, without violating social distancing
requirements.

COVID-19 Watch: Safer at Home Order Extended

On Thursday, Governor Tony Evers extended the Safer at Home
order to run through May 26, following the Memorial Day
weekend. The order also calls for schools to remain closed
through the end of the year. Under the new order, golf courses
and parks may open again, and more businesses will be allowed
to offer curbside pickup. Essential businesses are now required
to limit the number of people in the store and restrict at least two



hours per week for vulnerable populations only. People are
strongly encouraged to stay close to home, not travel to second
homes or cabins, and not travel out of state.

The illness caused by the coronavirus has now spread to all but
seven Wisconsin counties. In Wisconsin, there have been 3,721
confirmed cases* and 182 deaths. Nationally, there have now
been 605,390 confirmed cases*, including 24,582 deaths. The
only remaining Wisconsin counties that do not have any
confirmed cases of COVID-19 are Burnett, Forest, Lincoln,
Langlade, Pepin, Taylor, and Vernon counties.
*Includes persons who have since recovered.

The statewide Safer at Home order remains in effect. All non-
essential businesses are closed, and all persons are asked to
remain at home as much as possible to stop the spread of the
virus.

EIA: Residential and Commercial Electric Use, Renewable
Expansion Down in 2020 Due to Pandemic

The latest Energy Information Administration report (EIA) forecasts that commercial and industrial
electricity consumption will drop in 2020, and while more people are staying at home, residential
electricity use is also expected to be down. Much like day-to-day life, the EIA report is “subject to
heightened levels of uncertainty” due to the pandemic and its evolving effect on energy markets.

The commercial sector is expected to take the largest hit because many businesses are closed under the
stay-at-home orders. The EIA predicts retail sales of commercial accounts to drop 4.7 percent in 2020.
Industrial sales, due to the economic impact and scale-back of production, are also expected to drop by
4.2 percent. Although more people are staying at home, residential electric use is also predicted to drop
by .08 percent over the year, due to milder weather.

Largest decline in fossil fuel use

Overall, the EIA predicts total electric power sector generation to decline by 3 percent in 2020.
Renewable energy sources are still expected to lead the new generation capacity at an increase of 11
percent, since the low operating cost means renewable energy is dispatched first. Fossil fuel generation,
particularly at coal plants will be down. Coal generation is expected to be down 20 percent, while natural
gas generation will increase 1 percent, due to low fuel costs.

Emissions down in 2020

Due to the economic conditions, EIA forecasts that energy-related carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions will
decrease by 7.5 percent in 2020, following a decrease of 2.7 percent last year. EIA expects a rebound in
2021, with an increase in energy-related CO2 emissions of 3.6 percent.

Renewable growth to slow

Renewable energy sources are still expected lead new generation growth in 2020, but that prediction has
been scaled back. Due to the economic slowdown, EIA now expects the electric power sector will add
19.4 gigawatts of new wind capacity and 12.6 gigawatts of utility-scale solar capacity in 2020. The annual
wind and solar capacity growth predictions are (missing a number here?) percent and 10 percent lower,
respectively, than previously expected.
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Gas drops under $1 in Kaukauna, WI on March 12 Low gas prices in Little Chute, WI.

While many Wisconsinites are hunkered down at home, those who are still on the road have the
advantage of significant reductions in fuel prices. Nationally, according to EIA, the average retail price for
gas is $1.85, down from $2.83 one year and $2.45 one month ago. Diesel costs $2.51 per gallon, down
from $2.73 one month ago and $3.12 one year ago. EIA predicts the price of regular gas will average
$1.58 this summer.

According to AAA, the average price of regular gas in Wisconsin this week is $1.26, the lowest in the
nation, with some areas reporting gas prices dropping under $1 per gallon. The highest average prices
are in California ($2.84) and Hawaii ($3.26). Other Midwest states come in at $1.62 in Minnesota, $1.53
in Iowa, $1.49 in Michigan, and $1.86 in Illinois.

The residential price of propane is also down to $1.87 per gallon, compared to $1.97 one month ago and
$2.40 one year ago. Resident heating oil is $2.42 per gallon, down from $2.82 one month ago and $3.22
one year ago.

Wisconsin Crews Assist with Power Restoration in Upper
Peninsula

An Easter weekend storm hit hard in the Upper Peninsula
of Michigan, leading to rolling outages for Alger Delta
Cooperative Electric Association. Snowfall totals of 12-24
inches combined with ongoing heavy winds led to the
outages.

Crews from Central Wisconsin Electric Cooperative and
Adams-Columbia Electric Cooperative headed up to assist
on Monday, April 13. All power was restored by
Wednesday, April 15.

Parts of northern Wisconsin were also hit with significant
snowfall, including 12.5 inches in Merrill, 9.1 inches in
Rhinelander, and 7.5 inches in Eau Claire.

Co-op Youth Involvement Leads to Internship at Pierce Pepin
Electric Cooperative

William Tuchtenhagan of River Falls is a sophomore at Luther
College majoring in political science and international studies, but
this summer he will be learning the ropes at Pierce Pepin Electric
Cooperative. The job comes on the heels of a strong base in the
field. He was a Wisconsin state representative at the National Youth
Leadership Congress in Washington, D.C., in 2018, attended the

Wisconsin Gas Prices Lowest in Nation
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Youth Leadership Conference at UW-River Falls in 2017, and
represented the state at the NRECA annual meeting last year.

“Being the state rep. opened up so many doors to me,”
Tuchtenhagan said. “Being a part of the Engaging the Next
Generation panel at the 2019 NRECA Annual Meeting was
something that really piqued my interest in the co-op field. With this
Pierce Pepin internship I am hoping I will have at least a few
responsibilities involving engaging the next generation.”

“We are excited to have William join our team this summer,” said
Charity Lubich, vice president, member relations and human
resources at Pierce Pepin Electric Cooperative. “He has learned so
much about cooperatives through his time on the YLC Youth Board
and as the Wisconsin representative on the NRECA Youth
Board. We look forward to helping him increase his knowledge

about the cooperative business model and to have him actively participate in community and cooperative
educational opportunities.”

WECA youth programs are geared toward generating interest among youth in the electric cooperative
field.

After graduation, William’s goal is to work in his field of study, and he believes this internship will serve
him well in the future.

“Co-ops relate much more to the political science aspect of my majors as they hold a lot of sway in the
politics of rural America,” he said. “Co-ops provide power to a heavy majority of the people of rural
America and power is very political. For example, one issue that I am very happy to see co-ops taking a
stand on is the rural broadband issue. People in rural America, myself included, have terrible broadband
and the improvement of this can serve to keep younger people, thus engaging the next generation.
Bottom line, a co-op isn't exactly a form of government, but it plays a substantial role in the politics of
rural America and discovering the needs of the people around here can only serve as good experience
for being in politics later in life.”

William will be working in the member relations department at Pierce Pepin and says he is looking
forward to taking on any task that Pierce Pepin throws his way.

Opinion

Coronavirus and climate change: Capitalism to blame?

Early on during the onset of the pandemic in the United States, I stumbled on a meme that read “Climate
change should hire coronavirus’s PR firm.” It was a joke, of course, and like all good jokes, it had an
element of truth. The response to the pandemic was swift and aggressive, at least in comparison to the
response to climate change, which is much more measured.

There are commonalities between the two global concerns, mainly that the response is either too much or
not enough, depending who you ask. Both inspire debates about the balance between health/wellness
and economic growth, or as one writer infers, the battle between good and evil.

The opinion piece published by Aljazeera is titled “The coronavirus outbreak is part of the climate change
crisis” and argues that “climate action should be central to the response of the COVID-19 pandemic.” The
author is Vijay Kolinjivadi, described as a post-doctoral fellow at the Institute of Development Policy at the
University of Antwerp.

The writer blames a focus on the economic growth for the depletion of natural resources resulting in
climate change, and also the pandemic. The following are excerpts from the article.

In the case of COVID-19, it is suspected that the virus was transmitted to humans at a "wet market" in the
city of Wuhan, where wildlife was being sold.

The mass-scale breeding of wild animals, including pangolins, civet cats, foxes, wild geese, and boar
among many others is a $74 billion industry in China and has been viewed as a get-rich-quick scheme by
its rural population.
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The origin of the virus makes it a perfect example of how the way capitalism commodifies life to turn it
into profit can directly endanger human life. In this sense, the ongoing pandemic is the product of
unrestrained capitalist production and consumption patterns and is very much part of the deleterious
environmental changes it is causing…

…Although both COVID-19 and climate change are rooted in the same abusive economic behavior and
both have proven to be deadly for humans, governments have seen them as separate and unconnected
phenomena and have therefore responded rather differently to them.

The vast majority of countries around the world—albeit with varying degrees of delay—have taken strict
measures to curb the movement and gathering of people in order to contain the virus, even at the
expense of economic growth.

The same has not happened with climate change….

…And while we do not get daily updates on the death toll caused by climate change, as we do with
COVID-19, it is much deadlier than the virus…

…The just climate transition should involve economic reforms to introduce "planned degrowth" that puts
the wellbeing of people over profit margins. The first step towards that is ensuring the stimulus packages
that governments are announcing across the world are not wasted on bailing out corporations.

We must avoid at all costs a situation where unscrupulous big businesses and state actors are allowed
free reign to reinforce appalling global inequality while the rest of civil society is quarantined at home.

We should demand that government funds are instead allocated to decentralized renewable energy
production in order to start implementing the Green New Deal and create new meaningful jobs amid the
post-COVID-19 economic crisis. In parallel, we should ensure the provision of universal healthcare and
free education, the extension of social protection for all vulnerable populations and the prioritization of
affordable housing.

The writer blames “unrestrained capitalist production” for the pandemic, referring to the live animal
market, and blaming vendors in Wuhan, China, for their intent to earn a living, and possibly “get rich
quick,” although that seems unlikely in this type of industry. You could argue the sale and slaughter of
exotic animals in close proximity to other food products and the general public is the problem.

He also opines that climate change is much more deadly than the pandemic. Worldwide, more than
130,000 people infected with COVID-19 have died in less than four months, and the pandemic is far from
over. It is difficult, if not impossible, to quantify the effect of climate change on human lives. The World
Health Organization attributes deaths mainly due to ailments such as malaria, diarrhea, malnutrition, and
cardiovascular disease to the effects of climate change. The WHO says those living in impoverished
areas are most affected.

The overarching theme of the article is that capitalism is to blame for both climate change and the
pandemic. The writer argues that corporations and big business, and particularly our dependence on
global production must be stifled. He pitches a need for “planned degrowth” and less focus on profit
margins.

He also believes we need “decentralized” renewable energy production, universal healthcare, and “free”
education, among other things. The obvious question is, who is going to pay for it? Particularly when the
“planned degrowth” takes effect, resulting in loss of tax revenues?

Congress passed a $2.1 TRILLION emergency response bill which includes direct payments to families
and support for struggling businesses. It includes provisions to help people maintain their housing,
including paying utility bills. It makes it a little easier for people to stay home and stay safe, until the storm
passes. Another relief package is in the works. Without the strong economy, this level of response would
not be possible.

~Julie Lund, Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association
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